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Wisconsin	 University of Wisconsin–La Crosse

Innovation or Reform Area:	 Science

Funding:	 University of Wisconsin–La Crosse School of Education; University of Wisconsin–La Crosse 
Murphy Library

Description:	 The American Association for the Advancement of Science publishes a bimonthly journal, 
Science Books & Films (SB&F), which annually awards a Prize for Excellence in Science Books (see http://
www.sbfonline.com/prizes.htm). SB&F believes that through good science books, this generation and 
the next will have a better understanding and appreciation of science. The University of Wisconsin–La 
Crosse has developed a model for a mock SB&F competition to increase teacher candidates’ engagement 
with science books and to help prepare them to do the same for their K-12 students (see http://www.
uwlax.edu/murphylibrary/departments/curriculum/stem/mocksb&f.html). The Mock SB&F 
Prize election promotes the critical analysis of science trade books by students, increases the use of high-
quality science nonfiction in the classroom, illustrates the connection between literature and science, and 
enhances a school’s science curriculum. Elementary and middle school teacher candidates participate in 
a mock competition during their preparation program.

Outcome Data:	 The mock competition model is in the first year of implementation, thus the election 
process has not gone on long enough to determine its impact on student achievement in science. 
However, some of the spring 2009 preservice teacher courses have held their elections. Their preliminary 
results are very similar to the results for their sixth-grade students. To date, 148 preservice teachers have 
participated in the elections and 30 middle school students have participated. For data see http://www.
uwlax.edu/murphylibrary/departments/curriculum/stem/sbf-article-2009.pdf.

Anticipated Long-Term Impact:	 By targeting preservice teachers who will land teaching jobs, the 
university plans to increase the number of K-8 teachers who run elections in their K-8 school classrooms. 
The university is also expanding the mock competition to other teacher education programs to increase 
the number of preservice teacher courses (such as Science Methods or Reading Methods) that use this 
election to increase exposure to nonfiction STEM trade books. 

Contact: 	 Tim Gerber, Associate Professor, Biology Department, University of Wisconsin–La Crosse 
(gerber.dani@uwlax.edu); Eric Brunsell, Assistant Professor, The EXCEL Center, University of Wisconsin–
Oshkosh (brunsele@uwosh.edu)
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Index 	 By Area of Innovation or Reform

Clinical Preparation
Indiana State University
Loyola University–Chicago
Niagara University
Pace University
Pennsylvania State University
St. Cloud State University
University of Alabama
University of Maryland–College Park
University of Northern Colorado
University of Phoenix
University of South Alabama

Closing the Achievement Gap
Auburn University
Black Hills State University
California State University System
College of Charleston
Georgia State University

Community College or Technical 
College Partnerships
University of Central Florida
University of South Carolina
University of Texas at Arlington

Early Childhood Education
Radford University
University of Kansas
Walden University

Early College
Georgia State University

English Language Learners
California State University–Long Beach
Indiana University Southeast
San Jose State University
University of Colorado–Denver
University of Florida

History
Auburn University

Literacy
Radford University
University of Central Florida
University of Texas at Arlington
Western Kentucky
William Paterson University

Math
Auburn University
Black Hills State University
California State University–Dominguez Hills
California State University–Fullerton
Niagara University
Ohio University
San Jose State University
University of Central Florida 
University of Houston
University of Kansas
University of Oklahoma
University of Phoenix
University of South Florida
University of Tennessee–Knoxville
University of Tennessee–Martin
University of Texas at Arlington
University of Toledo
Western Governors University
Western Kentucky University

Mentoring
University of Pennsylvania
University of South Alabama
University of Tennessee–Martin 
Wheaton College

Middle School Teacher Preparation
California State University–Fullerton
Kean University
San Jose State University
University of Central Florida
University of Oklahoma
University of Tennessee–Knoxville

Online Learning
Kent State University
University of Phoenix
University System of Georgia
University of Tennessee–Knoxville
University of Texas at Arlington
Walden University
Western Governors University

Principal Recruitment and Preparation
University of Texas at Arlington

Rural 
Ohio University

School Counselor Preparation
Old Dominion University
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Science
California Polytechnic State University
California State University–Dominguez Hills
Niagara University
Ohio University
University of Central Florida 
University of Houston
University of Kansas
University of Maryland–College Park
University of South Florida
University System of Maryland
University of Tennessee–Knoxville
University of Tennessee–Martin
University of Texas at Arlington
University of Toledo
University of Wisconsin–La Crosse
Western Governors University
Western Kentucky University

Special Education
Georgian Court University
Monmouth University
Old Dominion University
Portland State University
Radford University
University of Alabama
University of Florida
University of Kansas
University of Maryland–College Park
Walden University

Strengthening Instructional Skills
University of Michigan

Teacher Recruitment
Buffalo State College
Northeastern Illinois University
University System of Georgia

Technology
California State University–Fullerton
Kean University
Monmouth University
Walden University
University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa

Urban Education
University of Colorado–Denver
University of Northern Colorado
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AACTE Member Institutions
Alabama
Alabama A&M University
Alabama State University
Athens State University
Auburn University
Auburn University Montgomery
Birmingham Southern College
Jacksonville State University
Miles College
Samford University
Spring Hill College
Troy University
Tuskegee University
University of Alabama
University of Alabama at Birmingham
University of Alabama Huntsville
University of Mobile
University of Montevallo
University of North Alabama
University of South Alabama
University of West Alabama

Alaska
University of Alaska Anchorage
University of Alaska Fairbanks
University of Alaska Southeast
Arizona
Arizona State University
Arizona State University at the West Campus
Grand Canyon University
Northern Arizona University
University of Arizona
University of Phoenix Arizona

Arkansas
Arkansas State University
Arkansas Tech University
Harding University
Henderson State University
John Brown University
Lyon College
Ouachita Baptist University
Philander Smith College
Southern Arkansas University
University of Arkansas
University of Arkansas at Little Rock
University of Arkansas at Monticello
University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff
University of Arkansas Fort Smith

University of Central Arkansas
University of the Ozarks

California
Alliant International University
California Lutheran University
California Polytechnic State University
California State Polytechnic University Pomona
California State University Bakersfield
California State University Chico
California State University Dominguez Hills
California State University East Bay
California State University Fresno
California State University Fullerton
California State University Long Beach
California State University Los Angeles
California State University Northridge
California State University Sacramento
California State University San Bernardino
California State University San Marcos
California State University Stanislaus
Chapman University
Loyola Marymount University
National University
Pepperdine University
Point Loma Nazarene University
Saint Mary’s College of California
San Diego State University
San Jose State University
Sonoma State University
Stanford University
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
University of Southern California
University of the Pacific

Colorado
Colorado College
Colorado State University
Fort Lewis College
Metropolitan State College
University of Colorado at Boulder
University of Colorado at Colorado Springs
University of Colorado Denver
University of Northern Colorado
University of Phoenix Colorado

Connecticut
Central Connecticut State University
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Eastern Connecticut State University
Fairfield University
Quinnipiac University
Southern Connecticut State University
University of Connecticut
University of Hartford
Western Connecticut State University

Delaware
Delaware State University
University of Delaware
Wesley College
Wilmington University

District of Columbia
American University
Catholic University of America
Gallaudet University
George Washington University
Howard University
Trinity University
University of the District of Columbia

Florida
Bethune Cookman University
Florida A&M University
Florida Atlantic University
Florida Gulf Coast University
Florida International University
Florida State University
Nova Southeastern University
Southeastern University
University of Central Florida
University of Florida
University of Miami
University of North Florida
University of South Florida
University of South Florida St Petersburg
University of West Florida
Warner University

Georgia
Albany State University
Armstrong Atlantic State University
Augusta State University
Berry College
Brenau University
Brewton Parker College
Clark Atlanta University

Clayton State University
Columbus State University
Dalton State College
Emory University
Fort Valley State University
Georgia College & State University
Georgia Southern University
Georgia State University
Kennesaw State University
Macon State College
Mercer University
North Georgia College & State University
Paine College
University of Georgia
Valdosta State University

Hawaii
University of Hawaii at Manoa
University of Hawaii West Oahu
University of Phoenix Hawaii

Idaho
Boise State University
College of Idaho
Idaho State University
Lewis Clark State College
Northwest Nazarene University
University of Idaho

Illinois
Aurora University
Bradley University
Columbia College Chicago
Concordia University
DePaul University
Dominican University
Eastern Illinois University
Elmhurst College
Governors State University
Greenville College
Illinois State University
Lewis University
Loyola University Chicago
McKendree University
Millikin University
National Louis University
North Park University
Northeastern Illinois University
Northern Illinois University
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Christian Brothers University
Crichton College
Cumberland University
East Tennessee State University
Freed Hardeman University
Lee University
LeMoyne Owen College
Lipscomb University
Middle Tennessee State University
Milligan College
Southern Adventist University
Tennessee State University
Tennessee Technological University
Trevecca Nazarene University
Union University
University of Memphis
University of Tennessee
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
University of Tennessee at Martin
Vanderbilt University Peabody College

Texas
Angelo State University
Austin College
Baylor University
Lamar University
Midwestern State University
Our Lady of the Lake University of San Antonio
Sam Houston State University
Southern Methodist University
Southwestern University
Stephen F Austin State University
Texas A&M University
Texas A&M University Commerce
Texas A&M University Kingsville
Texas Christian University
Texas Southern University
Texas State University San Marcos
Texas Tech University
Texas Woman’s University
Trinity University
University of Houston
University of Houston Clear Lake
University of Mary Hardin Baylor
University of North Texas
University of Saint Thomas
University of Texas at Arlington
University of Texas at Tyler

University of Texas of the Permian Basin
University of the Incarnate Word

Utah
Brigham Young University
University of Phoenix Utah
University of Utah
Utah State University

Vermont
University of Vermont

Virginia
Bridgewater College
College of William and Mary
Eastern Mennonite University
George Mason University
James Madison University
Liberty University
Longwood University
Mary Baldwin College
Marymount University
Norfolk State University
Old Dominion University
Radford University
Regent University
Saint Paul’s College
University of Virginia
Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Virginia State University
Virginia Union University

Washington
Central Washington University
Eastern Washington University
Evergreen State College
Gonzaga University
Northwest University
Pacific Lutheran University
Saint Martin’s University
Seattle Pacific University
Seattle University
University of Puget Sound
University of Washington
Washington State University
Western Washington University
Whitworth University
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West Virginia
Alderson Broaddus College
Bluefield State College
Concord University
Fairmont State University
Glenville State College
Shepherd University
West Liberty University
West Virginia State University
West Virginia University
West Virginia University at Parkersburg
West Virginia Wesleyan College

Wisconsin
Alverno College
Cardinal Stritch University
Marian University
Marquette University
Mount Mary College
Silver Lake College
University of Wisconsin Eau Claire
University of Wisconsin Green Bay
University of Wisconsin Madison
University of Wisconsin Milwaukee
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh
University of Wisconsin Parkside
University of Wisconsin River Falls
University of Wisconsin Stevens Point
University of Wisconsin Stout
University of Wisconsin Whitewater
Viterbo University

Wyoming
University of Wyoming

Affiliate Members
California Commission on Teacher Credentialing
Carnegie Found. for the Advancement of Teaching (CA)
Connecticut State Department of Education
Georgia Professional Standards Commission
Howard Community College (MD)
Kansas State Department of Education
Metro High School (OH)
Montgomery College (MD)
National Board for Prof. Teaching Standards (VA)
Ohio Department of Education
Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education
Queensborough Community College, CUNY (NY)
Rhode Island Dept. of Elem. and Sec. Education
San Roque Charitable Trust (CA)
South Carolina Commission on Higher Education
South Carolina Department of Education
State University of New York System Administration
United Arab Emirates University
University of Wisconsin System Administration
Western Governors University (UT)
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
Zayed University (United Arab Emirates)
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AACTE Committee on Government Relations and Advocacy

Mike Miller, Dean, College of Education, Minnesota State University–Mankato (Chair)
Jane Bray, Dean, School of Education, Millersville University (PA)
John Clementson, Chair, Department of Education, Gustavus Adolphus College (MN)
Sandra Damico, Dean, College of Education, University of Iowa
Rick Ginsberg, Dean, School of Education, University of Kansas
Michael Hardman, Dean, College of Education, University of Utah
Sam Hausfather, Dean, School of Education, Maryville University (MO)

AACTE Policy Staff

Jane E. West, Senior Vice President for Policy, Programs, and Professional Issues, jwest@aacte.org
Penny Engel, Assistant Director, Government Relations, pengel@aacte.org
Mary Harrill-McClellan, Director, Government Relations, mharrill@aacte.org
Kimberly Riley, Manager, State Policy and Programs, kriley@aacte.org




